THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

had three heads and six eyes, and was killed by
Indra.1 This son of Twashtri is called,, in the
Mahabharata, the great Asura.2

In each of these instances the hoods of the
protecting serpents, expanded over the head of
the Naga raja, are no doubt referred to.

The passage just quoted from the Rig Veda
is of great importance, as it shows that the three-
headed Naga, of the epic poems, was known to
the Vedic rishis, and was not an invention of
later times.

Zahak, or Azi-dahaka, as already mentioned,
is said to have had serpents growing from his
shoulders. Some of the sculptured representa-
tions of the Naga demigods in India have this
"appearance \ but, in most cases, the tail of the
serpent is shown at the back of the figure, over
the head of which its hoods are spread out.

Vritra and Arbuda have been shown to have
been Asuras, Danavas, and serpent chiefs. It
seems to follow, therefore, that Namuchi, Urana,
Sushna, Sambara, Pipru, and other Daityas and
Danavas, whose struggles with Indra, or his fol-
lowers, are the subject of so mSny of the Vedic
hymns, were also chiefs of tribes who opposed
the Aryas, and not drought, or climatic in-

1 Satapatha Br., I. ii. 3, 2.

2  Mahabharata, Udyoga, Sainyodyoga, p. xvi.

42